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First, thank you to the Escondido Education Foundation for funding this project. The 
sensory materials purchased through this grant had a tremendous impact on our 
students throughout the year. 
 
High Points 
 
The biggest success of this project was the level of student engagement. The students 
absolutely loved the monthly sensory experiences and looked forward to discovering 
each new theme. The grant allowed us to purchase a wide variety of sensory materials 
and learning tools, including Tuff Trays, light tables, and supplies for our rice center and 
other sensory stations. Having access to these resources made it possible to 
continuously refresh and expand our sensory experiences throughout the year. 
 
The sensory activities supported fine motor development, creativity, language 
development, problem-solving, and social skills. Students worked together, shared 
materials, asked questions, and explored through hands-on learning. If you ask any of 
our students what their favorite activities in class are, they will almost certainly mention 
the sensory experiences. They became a highlight of our daily routine and were enjoyed 
by all learners. 
 
 
 



Low Points 
 
The biggest challenge was finding enough storage space for all of the wonderful 
materials and keeping the monthly themes organized. With so many engaging options 
available, the collection grew quickly. Some of the sensory fillers also needed to be 
replenished more frequently than anticipated due to daily use by multiple classes. 
 
What Students Gained 
 
Students gained opportunities to explore, create, collaborate, and learn through play. 
The sensory experiences helped strengthen fine motor skills, encouraged curiosity, 
expanded vocabulary, and promoted social interactions. Students practiced sharing, 
problem-solving, and working together while engaging in meaningful, hands-on learning 
experiences. 
 
Evaluation Questions 
 
1. What empirical evidence, if any, do you have to submit to evaluate your 
project? 
While this project was primarily designed to support developmental learning through 
play, we observed growth in students' fine motor skills, language use, and ability to 
engage in cooperative play. Students demonstrated increased independence when 
using tools such as scoops, tweezers, and droppers. We also collected photographs of 
students participating in the sensory experiences and documented student engagement 
through classroom observations and anecdotal records. 
 
2. What observations have you recorded and reviewed as evidence your project 
was successful? Where do you think you could improve? 
Throughout the year, students consistently chose sensory centers during free-choice 
and center times, demonstrating high levels of engagement and enthusiasm. We 
observed students using richer vocabulary to describe textures, colors, and materials, 
as well as increased collaboration and problem-solving with peers. One area for 
improvement would be creating a more structured system for tracking which sensory 
experiences most effectively support specific learning goals and developmental skills. 
 
3. If you continue with this project next year, what would you do differently? 
If we continue this project next year, I would like to add even more sensory experiences 
connected directly to our science and literacy units. I would also create a rotation 
schedule that allows students to revisit favorite sensory activities throughout the year 



while continuing to experience new themes. Additionally, I would invest in more storage 
and organization systems to make managing materials easier and more efficient. 
 
4. Have you saved all receipts?  
Yes, all receipts are at the bottom of this document. 
 
Lasting Impact 
 
One of the best parts of this project is that the materials will continue to benefit students 
for years to come. The Tuff Trays, light table materials, sensory tools, and themed 
manipulatives are durable and reusable. Additionally, all TK students at our school have 
access to these materials, allowing approximately 60 students each year to benefit from 
these engaging sensory learning experiences. 
 
Thank you again for investing in our youngest learners and helping create a classroom 
filled with wonder, exploration, and joyful learning. The sensory tubs quickly became 
one of the most loved parts of our program, and their impact will continue long after this 
grant cycle ends. 
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Yummy Dessert Sensory Table 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Water Sensory Table (This might’ve been their favorite! They used lemon juice squeezers and 
sponges to fill up their bowls). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March Sensory Table  
 
 

 
March Sensory Table after being covered with garbanzo beans 



 
Play Clay and Tools 
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